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“… targets for global development 
adopted in September 2015, set to 
be achieved by 2030. All countries 
of the world have agreed to work 
towards achieving these goals.”



Data is essential to both delivery and measurement of the SDGs

The 17 Sustainable Development Goals are defined in a list of 169 SDG Targets. Progress towards these 
Targets is agreed to be tracked by 232 unique Indicators.
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SDG #16 

https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal16
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Indicators

https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal16



Justice Data for SDG#16 

https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal16 & 
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/peace-justice/ linkedin.com/in/gulsenguler  || www.gulsen.me

https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal16
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/peace-justice/


Various Data Initiatives

https://www.sdg16.org/ & https://open-sdg.org/ 
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Data ≠ Neutral or Objective 

“What counts as data depends on who uses them, 
how, and for which purposes. … Data are product of 
any activity that is collected, stored, and 
disseminated in order to be used as evidence for 
knowledge claims”  

S. Leonelli, Data-Centric Biology: A Philosophical Study (2016)

“At its core, all data is dirty. This is true because not all 
factors being input can be properly quantified, data is 
often missing, and even existing data is socially 
constructed” 

Meredith Broussard, Artificial Unintelligence: How Computers 
Misunderstand the World (2019) 
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Acknowledging what goes missing between data & reality

- Access issues for hardware and internet
- Human right violations in digital spaces 
- Extractive data collection
- Inaccurate categorization and 

misrepresentation
- Infrastructural and procedural issues 
- Data governance problems
- Nontransparent data processing 
- Social and political context 

linkedin.com/in/gulsenguler  || www.gulsen.me



Data Justice as a critical lens

“Fairness in the way people are made visible, represented and treated as a result of their 
production of digital data.” 
Taylor, L. (2017), What is data justice? The case for connecting digital rights and freedoms globally

Five dimensions of data justice:

1- Procedural: fairness in the way in which data is handled.

2- Instrumental: fairness in the results of data being used.

3- Rights-based: adherence to basic data rights such as representation, privacy, access and ownership.

4- Structural: the degree to which the interests and power in wider society support fair outcomes in other forms 
of data justice.

5-Distributive: an overarching dimension relating to the (in)equality of data-related outcomes that can be applied 
to each of the other dimensions of data justice.

Heeks & Shekar (2019), Datafication, development and marginalised urban communities: an applied data justice framework
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What does it mean in practice?

We need to recognize that factors such as 

● how and why data are collected 
● what are its gaps and limitations
● how identity and representation is fractured and 

flattened
● embedded assumptions and biases

have profound impacts on how we perceive 
information and how we shape our actions in 
decision-making. 
From Context-Aware Systems by Civic Software Foundation

This outline is Informed by Data Sheets for Datasets & Data Feminism
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https://www.notion.so/civicsoftware/Discover-Modules-2abcaab27879405e9eab0e3320a6eaf8
https://civicsoftwarefoundation.org/
https://arxiv.org/pdf/1803.09010.pdf


Why does it matter? 
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Bias in data-driven artificial intelligence systems—An introductory survey (2020) 
https://wires.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/widm.1356



Why does it matter?
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Young Justice Leaders - Call to Action

We call for critical examination of data’s role, and commit to investigating its 
gaps and limitations, building accountability in data collection and use, and 
promoting data justice within SDG#16.

https://www.justice.sdg16.plus/youngjusticeleaders
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Key Questions and Discussion

- How can we create a critical discourse around the role of digital 
technologies in creating peaceful and inclusive societies? 

- How can the limitations of existing datasets be acknowledged and 
communicated?

- How can data justice become a key highlight in discussions around 
SDG#16?

- How can we consider data justice as an integral part of technology 
development (especially innovation around justice systems)?
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Share your thoughts on the topic & get in touch! 

https://tinyurl.com/datajustice16 

Gulsen Guler
gulsengulerrr@gmail.com
www.linkedin.com/in/gulsenguler/

https://tinyurl.com/datajustice16


Gefion Thuermer
MyData Conference, Helsinki, 31st May 2023

Data Justice 
in participatory projects



Those who contribute data 
rarely get sufficient 
recognition or benefit from 
that contribution.



If we want to change how 
benefits from data are 
distributed, we need to 
change how we work with 
data.



We need to plan benefits from 
data alongside the entire data 
lifecycle early on to help 
benefits for data 
contributors materialise.











Data Justice Plan

Data that is collected by and with citizens should benefit the community that they come from.
Think about how you can ensure that this happens for your project data.
• Who will contribute data to your project, and why?
• How will they benefit from what you plan to do with the data?
• How will this benefit materialize?
• Who will be responsible for making this happen?
• What will happen if the project does not go to plan – what can participating communities benefit 

from partial results, or what additional results might become available?
• Who else will benefit from the data and how?



Gefion Thuermer
gefion.thuermer@kcl.ac.uk 

Thank you
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This is me 
and my data



Justice means…
• Trustworthiness
• Findable, Accessible, Interoperable, Reusable data and FAIR compensation for data owners
• Responsible data operations (low environmental footprint)

julia.palma@ucd.ie



Data justice in practice:
The Catalogue

julia.palma@ucd.ie

https://euhubs4data.eu/datasets/



UPCAST provides a set of universal, trustworthy, transparent and user-friendly data market plugins for the automation of data sharing and 
processing agreements between businesses, public administrations and citizens. Our plugins will enable actors in the common European data 
spaces to design and deploy data exchange and trading operations guaranteeing: 

(i) automatic negotiation of agreement terms,
(ii) dynamic fair pricing, 
(ii) improved data-asset discovery, 
(iii) privacy, commercial and administrative confidentiality requirements, 
(iv) low environmental footprint, as well as ensuring compliance with
(v) relevant legislation and 
(vi) ethical and responsibility guidelines. 

UPCAST will support the deployment of Common European data spaces by consolidating and acting upon mature research in the areas of data 
management, privacy, monetisation, exchange and automated negotiation, considering efficiency for the environment as well as compliance with 
EU and national initiatives, AI regulations and ethical procedures. Four real-world pilots across Europe will operationalise a set of working 
platform plugins for data sharing, monetisation and trading, deployable across a variety of different data marketplaces and platforms, ensuring 
digital autonomy of data providers, brokers, users and data subjects, and enabling interoperability within European data spaces. UPCAST aims at 
engaging SMEs, administrations and citizens by providing a transferability framework, best practices and training to endow users in order to 
deploy the new technologies and maximise impact of the project

5

UPCAST – Universal Platform Components for Safe Fair Interoperable 
Data Exchange, Monetisation and Trading

Data justice in practice:



Consortium 
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Mydata Conference 2023

Citizens as data collectors and beyond

Source: UNESCOSource: Geeks for Geeks
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Citizens as primary source of information

Source: Acadium
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Citizens as tacklers of misinformation

Source: Magalhães, et al., 2023



Mydata Conference 2023

Citizen science journalism

Source: Tola et al., 2023

Cooperating in the definition of citizens’ information needs and designing 
proper sets of data collection in a participatory and transparent way can 
contribute to the use of those data to empower change for the benefit of 
local communities and advocate for democracy.



Mydata Conference 2023

Citizen science journalism

Source: Tola et al., 2023



Mydata Conference 2023

Citizen science journalism
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Citizen science journalism

Source: Code for Africa/AfricanDRONE/GuardianNG
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